
PO
PU

LA
RI

TY

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

20C 

15C 

10C 

5C 

0C 

Unless  you  are  seeking  the  Lake  Tahoe  Tr iple  Crown ,  skip  the  Vikingsholm  and  swim  the  True

Width  instead .  Pi lot  and  associat ion  fees  are  the  same  for  both ,  and  the  True  Width  i s  s imply

a  better  swim  in  views ,  distance ,  and  l i t t le  to  no  boat  traf f ic .

Swim  as  a  tandem  with  a  s imi lar -speed  f r iend  to  save  money  on  pi lot  and  Associat ion  fees

Part  of  the  Lake  Tahoe  Tr iple  Crown  (Length  of  Tahoe ,  12 -mile  True  Width ,  10 .6 -mile

Vikingsholm )

Accommodations  can  be  pricey  as  Lake  Tahoe  i s  a  dest inat ion  for  Cal i fornians ;  book  ear ly  or

ask  your  pi lot  for  shared  housing  options .

A  fun  swim  with  the  sun  on  your  back ,  the  Vikingsholm  swim  traverses  the  southern  port ion  of

Lake  Tahoe .  Swims  can  be  done  solo ,  tandem  (with  pi lot  approval )  and  2 -6  person  re lays .  Book

up  to  6 - 12  months  for  best  dates ;  late  bookings  are  often  avai lable  3 -months  in  advance  for

those  with  f lex ible  travel  dates .  The  season  typical ly  runs  f rom  mid -July  to  the  third  week  in

August .

Lake  Tahoe  Open  Water  Swimming  Associat ion  

(www .swimtahoe .org )  -  a  501 (c )3  non -prof i t  

2020  -  $395  appl icat ion  fee  for  solos  ($ 195  goes  to  the  Observer  as  a

st ipend )

Pilots :  Paci f ic  Open  Water  Swim  Co .  (www .swimtahoe .com ) ;  optional

crew  serv ices  are  avai lable  for  swimmers  travel ing  solo .
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Temperature  ( 16 .6 -20 .5C )

Distance  ( 10 .6  miles )

Condit ions

Success   rate  (80%)

Price  ( <$2 ,300 )

Iconic

Water  qual i ty  (stel lar ! )
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At  1 ,900  meters ,  the  alt i tude  can  be  a  chal lenge  for  swimmers .

Stunningly  beauti ful  swim  with  the  cr isp  air ,  clean ,  sapphire  blue  water  and

mountains

The  Vikingsholm  starts  ear ly  in  the  morning  ~4 :30am

Most  swims  f in ish  in  under  8  hours

The  last  2  miles  of  the  course  i s  often  congested  with  tour ist  boat  traf f ic

Swim  start  and  swim  f in ish  locat ions  are  clear ly  def ined  and  must  be

adhered  to

Kayaks  are  discouraged ;  feeds  are  handled  f rom  the  boat

“Channel  Rules ”  +  Garmins  and  other  smartwatches  are  not  al lowed

An  observer  wil l  be  appointed  to  ensure  you  adhere  to  the  rules

You  must  clear  the  water  at  the  start  and  f in ish  of  the  swim

You  may  not  touch  the  boat  or  any  other  person

You  may  have  a  support  swimmer  after  the  f i rst  three  hours  for  up  to  one  hour  at  a  t ime  with

a  minimum  two  hour  gap  in  between ;  no  draft ing
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